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SECTION CURRENT LAW GOVERNOR SENATE HOUSE CONFERENCE 

placed in charge of schools 
under the oversight of the SRO.  
 
The Budget Offices estimates 
that this program's costs would 
grow as more schools are 
overseen by CEOs, to 
$10,200,000 in FY 2017-18, to 
$14,400,000 in FY 2018-19, 
and then level off at an 
estimated $15,800,000 
beginning in FY 2019-20. 

Sec. 21f  
Online Learning 

Allows pupils in grades 
6 to 12 to enroll in online 
courses.  Allows ISDs 
and community colleges 
to offer online courses. 
 
Does not allow for 
enrollment in more than 
two online courses per 
term.  However, if a 
pupil has demonstrated 
previous success with 
online courses and the 
school leadership and 
pupil's parent determine 
it is the best interest of 
the pupil, the pupil may 
be enrolled in more than 
two online courses in a 
specific academic term, 
semester, or trimester.  
A district may not 
establish additional 
requirements which 
would prohibit a pupil 
from taking an online 
course. 
 
MVU is required to 
maintain a statewide 
catalog of online 
courses.  Requires the 
course syllabus 
published by a district or 

Allows students in grades 
younger than grade 6 to enroll, 
but also allows a district to deny 
that enrollment if it so chooses 
based on age. 
 
Changes the cap on enrollment 
in online courses as follows: a 
pupil may be enrolled in more 
than two virtual courses in a 
specific term if all of the 
following are met: the primary 
district has determined it is in 
the best interests of the pupil; 
the pupil agrees with the 
recommendation of the primary 
district; and, the primary district, 
with the pupil, has developed 
an education development 
plan.  
 
Includes new language clarifying 
that a primary district that is also 
a provider must determine if it 
has capacity to accept 
applications from nonresident 
students and may use that limit 
as the reason for refusal to enroll 
a nonresident applicant. 
 
Adds and clarifies reasons why 
a primary district may deny 
enrollment, including that the 
pupil has not completed 

Concurs with Governor with 
the following exceptions: 
 
Does not concur in the 
change from having the 
primary district make a 
"reasonable effort" to assist 
the pupil in finding another 
course (when denied 
enrollment due to insufficient 
quality) to requiring the 
district to enroll the pupil in a 
virtual course in the same or 
a similar subject. 
 
Does not concur in the 
striking of language requiring 
an online course enrollment 
request to occur within the 
same timelines established 
by the primary district for 
enrollment and schedule 
changes for regular courses. 
 
Does not concur in the 
language change that would 
require the primary district to 
provide the pupil with the 
appropriate hardware, 
software, and internet 
access without charge to the 
pupil. 
 

Concurs with Governor with 
the following exceptions: 
 
Does not delete requirement 
that a community college 
offering a virtual course 
ensure that it generates 
postsecondary credit. 
 
Does not concur in the 
requirement for MDE to 
establish standards for 
hardware, software, and 
internet access for pupils 
enrolled in more than two 
virtual courses per term taken 
at a location other than a 
school facility. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Does not concur in the 
language change that would 
require the primary district to 
provide the pupil with the 
appropriate hardware, 
software, and internet access 
without charge to the pupil. 
 
Does not concur with the 
change to require MDE to 
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vendor to include the 
results of the online 
quality review using the 
guidelines and model 
review process 
published by MVU. 
 
Caps the amount a 
district pays for an 
online course to not 
more than 6.67% of the 
minimum foundation 
allowance for a 
semester course, but 
allows a parent to pay 
the difference for a 
course with a cost that 
exceeds the cap. 
 
A district may deny 
enrollment in an online 
course offered by an 
outside vendor/district 
under these additional 
conditions: 
 
-- that the pupil 

demonstrated failure 
with previous online 
coursework in the 
same subject area. 

-- the online course is of 
insufficient quality or 
rigor.  However, if this 
is the reason for 
denial, the district 
shall make a 
reasonable effort to 
help the pupil find an 
appropriately rigorous 
or quality alternative 
course. 

 
Requires districts and 
ISDs desiring to offer 
online courses to also 
provide MVU with the 

prerequisite coursework 
(instead of possessing that 
knowledge) or that the pupil 
has failed a previous virtual 
course in the same subject in 
the two most recent years. In 
addition, enrollment may be 
denied if the request for 
enrollment was not made in the 
term preceding the enrollment, 
unless the student is newly 
enrolled in the primary district.  
 
Instead of requiring course 
providers to provide to MVU the 
course syllabus for inclusion in 
a statewide online catalog, new 
language requires that the 
virtual course has been 
published in the pupil's primary 
district's catalog of board-
approved courses or published 
in the statewide catalog 
maintained by MVU. 
 
Adds language where, if the 
virtual course is offered to 
eligible pupils in more than one 
district, the provider must 
provide MVU with the course 
syllabus for inclusion in the 
statewide catalog.  
 
Adds language requiring the 
Department to establish 
standards for hardware, 
software, and Internet access 
for pupils enrolled in more than 
two virtual courses in an 
academic term, and requiring 
the primary district to be 
responsible for providing the 
pupil with the appropriate 
hardware, software, and 
internet access without charge 
to the pupil. 
 

establish the minimum 
requirements to count a pupil 
in a virtual course in a 
district's membership. 
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number of enrollments 
in each online course 
offered to pupils in the 
prior school year, and 
the number of 
enrollments that earned 
60% or more of the total 
course points for each 
online course. 
 
Students must register 
for an online course in 
the summer prior to 
enrolling, unless the 
student has newly 
moved to the district. 

Adds language requiring the 
Department to establish the 
minimum requirements to count 
a pupil in membership for 
virtual courses. 
 
Definitions for 'virtual course', 
'virtual course syllabus', and 
'virtual learning pupil' are 
included. 

Sec. 21g - NEW 
Competency 
Based Funding 
Pilot 

N/A N/A N/A Appropriates $1,000,000 
GF/GP for a new program in 
FY 2016-17 to pilot a 
competency-based transcript 
and marketplace to establish 
an articulation framework for 
Michigan academic, technical, 
and global competencies and 
to establish assessment 
criteria for measuring these 
competencies and awarding 
universally-recognized 
credentials. 

 

Sec. 22a 
Proposal A 
Obligation 
Payment (The 
Constitutionally- 
required portion of 
the foundation 
allowance.)  

FY 2015-16 
appropriation of 
$5,377,000,000.   
 
This section provides 
funding equal to the FY 
1994-95 Proposal A 
foundation allowance 
levels multiplied by 
pupils. 

FY 2016-17 appropriation of 
$5,206,000,000.  This includes 
$1.0 million for pupil 
membership blend changes 
under Section 6. 

FY 2016-17 appropriation of 
$5,202,300,000, a decrease of 
$3,700,000 from the 
Governor's budget. This 
reflects a $1,300,000 increase 
to pay for the estimated blend 
change to 75/25 using data 
from FY 2015-16 actual pupil 
counts to estimate the cost, 
and a $5,000,000 decrease 
for the estimated savings 
associated with the shared-
time FTE cap. 

Reduces FY 2015-16 
appropriation to 
$5,255,000,000. 
 
Increases FY 2016-17 
appropriation by $12,500,000 
above the Governor's 
recommendation for the pupil 
membership blend changes 
under Section 6, to total 
funding of $5,218,500,000. 

 


