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MACAE mourns the loss of Michele Corey, statewide 
advocacy champion, colleague and friend 

 
Dear Members and Partners:  
 
It is with great sadness, on behalf of MACAE and the Board of Directors, that I write to you 
today to announce the passing of our colleague and dear friend Michele Corey.     
 
Please find attached our official statement from the Board of Directors and below some 
personal comments from our office.   
 

Michele's impact on public policy in Michigan was 
monumental in many ways and she was a strong 
advocate and supporter for MACAE.  As the Vice 
President of Programming at Michigan’s Children, 
she served as an Ex-Officio member of our Board for 
nearly a decade.    
 
Michele contributed to MACAE in a variety of ways- 
conducting various workshops, inviting us to 
meetings with key policymakers, organizing 
Student Speak events, legislative conversations, 
helping facilitate our board strategic planning, 
advocacy alerts and more.  Whenever you left a 
conversation with Michele you knew that with the 
right people in the room, anything was possible.  She 
really felt strongly that MACAE had an important role 

to play in statewide and national conversations about adult education, early childhood 
investment and workforce readiness.  Her voice was really important for us.  
 

826 Municipal Way 
Lansing, MI 48917 
                                 
517-492-1367 
macaeoutreach@gmail.com 
www.macae.org       
 



Michele was an integral part in working with the MACAE Board in 2017 to create a shared 
Communications and Outreach position between the two organizations.  This relationship 
has only grown stronger in the succeeding years.   
 
Tammy Brown, our current President shared her reflections on the life and legacy of 
Michele: “Michele was not only a passionate advocate but one of the kindest people I have 
ever met.  It is such a loss to all that she supported.  My heart goes out to her friends and 
family.  She will be desperately missed by all who were blessed to meet her.”   
 
Vice President of MACAE Karyn Goven commented on the visionary impact of Michele’s 
influence at MACAE:  “In life, you meet people who inspire or make you want to become 
better in what you do, and Michele Corley was that person. Michele was the type of person 
who motivated everyone to look at the whole picture of Adult Education and how our 
programs intertwine with our students' traumatic experiences.  She promoted Family 
Speak and Student speak so the voices of those who do not have an advocate can be 
heard.  She was so positive about MACAE and Patrick because she knew the impact we can 
make in people’s lives. Michele always worked hard and was so knowledgeable about what 
is happening surrounding the world of children and how it correlates to Adult Education. It 
was because of her leadership that I decided to retool what I do about job training, literacy, 
education, and data.  I hope that she knows the impact she has made in our lives because 
her vision and work carry on in Adult Education today.”  
 
Bob Steeh, longtime Past President worked closely with Michele for a number of years and 
considered Michele a friend.  “Michele fought for laws and policies that would better 
peoples’ lives.  Her life’s work was to help those in need.  Our lives will be empty in the 
areas that Michele had brightened for us.  Michele had a tremendous passion to work for 
those people confronted with barriers that inhibited their ability to succeed or improve 
their life.  She taught MACAE how to advocate and gave us her knowledge and expertise in 
working with legislators and policy makers.  Michele was a strategic thinker, who was 
compassionate, kind and creative.  She showed us the importance of bringing groups 
together to connect the dots and frame our arguments for or against a proposed bill.  
Michele always worked hard to make sure we had a voice at the table, to tell the stories 
that have benefited a person’s life through adult education.  The one word that Michele 
lived by was giver. She helped us plan and execute a student speak program, would 
coordinate meetings with legislators and policy makers to tell our stories; she gave us 
invaluable advice as to strategies for advocating for adult education.  She is one of a kind 
and we will miss her.” 
 
Peter Ruark from the Michigan League for Public Policy who worked closely with Michele 
to advocate for adult education shared, “I knew Michele prior to my involvement with 
MACAE, as she and I sometimes crossed paths in our respective positions at Michigan’s 
Children and Michigan League for Public Policy, but it was in the area of adult education in 



which I worked most closely with her. She was very dedicated and knowledgeable, and 
always had a kind smile when I saw her. I will miss her greatly!”  
 
Oogie La Mar, Advocacy Chair reflected on Michele’s legacy and friendship, “Michele has 
had a great influence on the way that MACAE communicates with legislators and other 
influencers throughout adult education and literacy circles.  She will truly be missed - but 
never forgotten.  Such a POWERFUL woman!  With the superpowers of kindness, 
compassion, knowledge and friendship.” 
 
Michele was an extraordinary person. She was someone who believed that anyone had the 
capacity to use their voice for change.  She would often say that if something was right then 
we should see it through, even if it took several weeks or several decades.   
 
One of the last conversations I had with Michele was around a policy issue for kids and 
families and she shared, “I will keep fighting until I can’t anymore.” I’m not sure either of 
us expected those words to ring so true, so soon.  
 
Simply put, Michele was a force for good.  She was a champion, an advocate, a friend.  
While her voice is gone, her legacy reverberates.    
 
This is a loss we feel strongly at MACAE.  Please join me in sending our thoughts and 
prayers to the Michigan’s Children staff and to Michele’s family- husband Tom, daughters 
Madonna and Sarah, sons Jacob and Andrew, her grandchildren and extended family.  
 
If you would like to make a memorial contribution in Michele’s honor we would 
recommend donating to the work of Michigan’s Children on her behalf.  
 
Our best this Easter weekend to you all,  
 
Patrick Brown  
Director, MACAE  
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