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MACAE Fall Conference 2022: Partners for Progress  
Sunday, November 13, 2022-Wednesday, November 16, 2022 

Muskegon Van Dyk Mortgage Convention Center 
 
Cost:  
$375 for Members; $450 for Non-Members  
 
Prerequisites:  
There are no prerequisites for attendance.  
  
Description:  
The Michigan Adult, Community and Alternative Education (MACAE) Association is excited to announce 
our Fall 2022 in-person experience for adult, alternative, community education and workforce 
development professionals and vested education and business partners, November 14-16, 2022.We 
expect over 250 attendees to our conference! This is THE conference to attend regarding adult, 
alternative, community education and integrated education and training in Michigan.  Plenary sessions 
will include options for professional learning communities, instructional strategies, program design, best 
practices to meet measurable academic outcomes, transition to employment and postsecondary access, 
etc. Our membership is strong, active, and engaged in our annual conference and ongoing professional 
development throughout the year.  We will have state leadership, statewide partners, administrators, 
teachers and instructional staff, support staff, data management personnel all present. 
This year we are excited to be along the water in Muskegon, MI at the newly renovated Muskegon Van 
Dyk Mortgage Convention Center! 
 
SCECHS: AGENDA:  
 
Sunday, November 13, 2022: 
1.0 5:00 p.m.– 6:00 p.m.: MACAE First Time Attendees Informational Session  

This session will explore the work of MACAE as an association and give an overview of the  
learning opportunities available over the next three days.  

   
Monday, November 14, 2022  
0.5 9:30 a.m. – 10:00a.m.: Strategic Overview of Conference   

A welcome and strategic overview of the conference, sessions and outline of the association’s 
strategic planning.  

  
1.25 10:00a.m.-11:15a.m.: Keynote Address: Progress and Partners  
 Jackie Johnston, Brian Siverson-Hall, Wendy Webster, Cody Franson, Minnesota Community  

Education  
 This keynote will examine the conference’s focus on progress examining how we can all  

progress in our mindset, partnerships, community, programs, during crisis, as a field, and as  
individuals.  Attendees will hear real life examples of this work and be inspired and challenged  
to identify a goal in each area of their life and work. 
 

 Lunch: 11:15a.m.-12:00p.m.  
 
0.5 12:00pm-12:30pm: Partner Panel Discussion  
 Ryan Hundt, Michigan Works! Association; Randy Linndquist, Muskegon ISD; Jesse Bernal,  
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GVSU 
 A discussion from key partner stakeholders on the importance of investments from early  

childhood to adult skill building, a glimpse of the impact on the state economy and where gaps  
areas still exist for innovation growth.  
 
Break: 12:30pm-12:45pm  
   

1.25 12:45p.m.-2:00p.m.:Breakout Sessions (Choose one)  
 Pathways to IET Success  
 Carrie Machkouri, Literacy Center of West Michigan  
 Does your program provide pathways for career-driven learners to take IET courses?  Are you 

interested in adding IET programming and bridge classes for your ELLs?  Join us in looking at  
various ways to create pathways to an IET class within your programming and how to build a  
successful IET program. 

 
Removing Barriers of Homeless Students  
Robin Greymountain, Kalamazoo Adult Education  
It's all about connections. Explore resources and opportunities to help your learners and adults 
overcome this barrier to learning.   

 
 All About GED Accomodations  
 Debbie Bergtholdt, GED Testing Services  
 This session will discuss accommodations that are available on the GED test, but more  

importantly, it will give the participants tools to help their students receive the documentation  
they need to make accommodation requests. By sharing helpful tips, teachers and 
administrators will be better equipped to assist students. It will also empower teachers to have 
discussions with their students about disabling conditions and how to seek the help they need. 
 
MeL eResources for Learners and Job Seekers 
Laura Warren-Gross, MCLS  
The Michigan eLibrary provides access to over 70 free eResources to support learning for 
Michigan citizens. Included are tutorials, eBooks, and practice tests to prepare for high school 
equivalency testing, workforce readiness exams, and the citizenship test. MeL also provides 
access to job letter and resume templates, self-paced computer courses, and career skills and 
interest inventories. Join this session to learn more about using these free eResources in your 
community. 
 
Teaching at a federal institution 
Heide Annemarie-Wyse Kaminski, Milan Adult Education  
Explore teaching without internet access and many other challenges in a correctional setting.  
 
Imbedding Volunteer Tutors in an Adult Education Program 
Christy Nelson, Networks Northwest  
Elaine Pardieck, New Readers Press  
Tutor volunteers can be a valuable resource in the educational delivery process. In this session  
you will discover how a program found the need to use volunteers as an educational option for  
students through review of data. The presentation will also include materials on how to recruit  
and train volunteers for your program.  Also included will be a review of materials for the low  
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level learner.  Time for brainstorming with fellow attendees will be provided. 
 
Community Forum Building  
Jackie Johnston, Minnesota Community Education 
Join us for this session to learn about the value of Building Community, Strategies for engaging  
your community and hearing their voices as well as the strength of community advisory  
councils. 

 
Break: 2:00pm-2:15pm  

 
1.25 2:15pm-3:30pm: Break Sessions(Choose One)  
 TABE Testing Updates and Best Practices to Improve Student Success 
 Jon Weiss, DRC 
 Mike Johnson, DRC  
 This session will review best practices for TABE testing including remote proctoring, the  

Concordance Study linking TABE and GED/HiSET Readiness, the new TABE Off-Line testing  
platform and review the TABE 11/12 Student Reports to link results to instructional plans to  
improve student performance.   Additionally, we will review the soon to be released TABE  
Workforce Portal that will link TABE Scores to Reading and Math requirements to the top 600+  
jobs listed on the Department of Labor's O*Net Job Database. 
 
It's All In Who You Know - Engaging Employers to Provide Student Opportunities 
Laura Saline, Livingston Educational Service Agency  
Sometimes our best motivation for students includes helping them see possibilities for their 
future careers beyond education! This presentation will highlight one county’s efforts to work 
with community partners to provide opportunities for student connection and engagement with 
employers. From job shadowing to Linked In to youth employment opportunities, participants 
will learn about how to set up these opportunities, as well as the benefits of connecting 
students with employers. Materials will be shared and an interactive discussion will be had 
about how to further genuine engagement for students to learn about careers. 
 
Serving Young Adults:  Underage GED Managed Enrollment Program & an Alternative Ed High 
School Program - a standards based model that works for both. 
Angelia Izzo, Beecher Schools  
A successful model for a young adult GED program will be presented.  The same framework was 
successfully adapted to serve a high school alternative education, standard high school diploma,  
program pilot.   Students that complete either program are ready for post- secondary transition.  
These frameworks can help increase graduation rates and GED test completion pass rates for 
your district.  Angela Izzo, the presenter shares actual experience and data from both models. 

 
Helping Immigrants and Refugees Access CTE and Career Pathways 

Tadd Wamester, EnGen  

Let's explore innovations in English to career pathway programs, pre-apprenticeships, digital  
literacy and workplace literacy programs. Blended and virtual programs that leverage  
adaptive, mobile technologies can help you to reach more students, accelerate proficiency  
gains and help your English language learners to connect with employment opportunities in  
growth sectors. Pre-apprenticeships are not as difficult as they may seem, and EnGen is ready  
to help with effective models, advanced curriculum & professional development. The needs of  
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special populations including refugees and Internationally Trained Professionals will be  
discussed. We hope you will bring your own program innovations to share within an  
interactive session. 

 
Alumni Panel  
Karyn Goven, MACAE Association Vice President  
Join a panel of veteran and alumni MACAE members. They’ll share experience and insights on 
what to look out for in the worlds of adult, alternative and community education.   
 
Moving the Reading Dial for Adolescents, English Learners, and Adults with Dyslexia:  Results  
from Four Pilot Studies of the New Century-Noah Text® Intervention 
Troy Mariage, Professor, Michigan State University  
James Griffin, President, New Century Education Foundation  
This presentation introduces participants to the New Century-Noah Text® reading intervention 
that targets adolescent and adult readers with dyslexia, struggling readers, or those who are 
learning to read English as a new language.  The target audience for the intervention are 
individuals reading between 3rd and 8th grade.  The New Century-Noah Text® reading 
intervention is 70 one-half hour lessons developed around a three-book coming-of-age series 
called “The Mystical Years of Franklin Noah Peterson”.  The New Century-Noah Text® lessons 
have been developed by a team of literacy researchers from Michigan State University, the New 
Century-Education Foundation and Sarah K. Blodgett, the inventor of Noah Text® and author of 
the book series used in the lessons.  Noah Text® is a simple system for making syllables visible 
(decodable) and marking long vowels.  All aspects of the New Century-Noah Text® lessons are 
written in Noah Text® as a word level scaffold to help older students more accurately decode 
the multi-syllabic words that often impede reading fluency and, ultimately, comprehension.  The 
reading intervention is delivered online, making it always available to readers and on virtually 
any format.  In this presentation, we share data on changes in vocabulary knowledge, reading 
fluency, comprehension, and social validity from four pilot studies completed over the past 1 ½ 
years.  Participants will also go through an entire online lesson, so they can experience the 
intervention their students would see. 
 
Equity and Inclusion in Community Education 
Wendy Webster, Minnesota Community Education  
No two communities are alike. Our communities are unique and diverse and, more importantly,  
so are the people. The strength of community educators is acknowledging the changing needs of 
our communities and adjusting our programs to better meet the needs of the people. In this 
session, we will reflect on the past 30 months, discover what we learned, and steps necessary 
for post-traumatic growth to build equitable organizations and communities. 
We will examine who we are serving and underserving in our communities, the inequitable  
practices of our organizations, what we may need to unlearn and relearn to attract a more  
diverse workforce, implement policies and adjust procedures to reflect our diverse  
communities. 

 
Orchard View Innovative Learning Center Site Visit  
Nick Kunnen, Orchard View Adult and Alternative Education  
This is an offsite event.  Please note if you attend this event, transportation will be included, and 
you will return to the conference venue by 4:30pm.   
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Take a tour of the Orchard View Innovative Learning Center just a few miles from the 
conference venue. OV staff will share some of the new strategies they have implemented with 
project-based learning.  Get ideas for new implementation in your area.   

  
 Break: 3:30pm-3:45pm   
 
1.25 3:45pm-5:00pm: Breakout Session (Choose One)  
 Michigan Election Rundown for Advocates 
 Bobby Dorigo Jones, Vice President at Michigan’s Children  

The recently concluded Michigan state and federal elections will influence what kinds of public 
policy or funding action are achievable in terms of to support adult, alternative, and community 
education students over the next two years. Participants will learn: 

• What Michigan's state leadership and federal delegation will look like, including individuals 
from specific regions who could be key decision makers. 

• How MACAE members can work with Michigan's Children to improve lawmakers' 
understanding of the issues that their students face.  

  
Incorporating Volunteer Tutors in  ESL Classrooms:  In-Person and Virtual 
Carrie Machkouri, Literacy Center of West Michigan  
Give your learners a unique learning experience by engaging volunteer tutors during activities in  
the safety of their classrooms.  Learn and discuss tutor recruitment strategies and take away  
real classroom activities that have been used with volunteers. 

 
Helping Student Succeed: CLEP 
Kari Anama, College-Level Examination Program (CLEP), College Board  
College Board’s CLEP program is the most trusted credit-by exam opportunity, helping 
thousands of students annually earn college credit at a fraction of the cost of tuition. With 
exams in over 34 subjects, students of all ages can reap the benefits of CLEP. Learn how CLEP 
can be a key tool in helping Michigan students earn degrees and move the state towards its’ 60 
x 30 goals. Discover how research supports the benefits to students and institutions. Familiarize 
yourself with free preparation materials like Modern States which funds CLEP exams for any 
student.    
 
Partnering with Participants and Employers to find Quality Employment! 
Karyn Goven, Southwest Economic Solutions  
With the great resignation, the number of job openings in the U.S. has been increasing, while 
the number of unemployed workers available to fill those positions has been falling. How will we 
bridge this supply/demand gap and fill these jobs? And how can we be sure we’re filling these 
positions with the right people?  Most importantly, how can we help our participants identify 
opportunities that they otherwise thought they were not qualified for based on experience and 
credentials? 
Partnering with Rework America Alliance, Southwest Economic Solutions' team has become 
trainers to provide work readiness and career pathways coaching that helps our participants 
create a skilled based resume to help them with gaps in their education and work experience.  
How can we move and change the attitudes of employers to create job postings that are gender 
neutral and focus on competencies. 
This session will look at how you can partner with employers and your participants in shifting 
towards a competency based mindset. 
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Updates from GED Testing Services  
Mellissa Hultstrand, GED Testing Services  

Come learn about the many GED updates we have made in the last year and a half. We will 

begin by providing you with updates on what GED testing has been like the last few years in the 

state. Then, we will focus on changes we have made to our website, program management tool 

GED Manager, Student GED accounts and voucher purchasing options. You will learn about 

other important changes we have made and you will have the opportunity to ask questions. 

 Strategic Planning Value and Strategies  
Cory Franson, Minnesota Community Education  
Developing and growing new programs to serve your community is vital.  This session will 
provide tools for needs assessments, how to start, budget planning, timelines, ongoing 
assessments, data to collect and analyze, and what programs and services look like pre and post 
covid. 
 
State of MACAE Association Report  
Patrick Brown, MACAE Executive Director  
Come learn about the strength of the MACAE organization and some of the statewide and 
national opportunities we have been a part of and are looking forward to.   
 

 End of Day One (Total SCECHs for Day is 7.0 SCECHs)  
 

 
 
Tuesday, November 15, 2022  
 
 8:00am-9:00am Breakfast  
 
1.25 9:00a.m.-10:15a.m.:Breakout Sessions (Choose one)  
 Project-Based Learning (PBL) in Alternative Ed 

Nick Kunnen, Orchard View Innovative Learning Center  
Attendees will participate in a shallow dive into Project-Based Learning and consider it's impacts  
in the alternative education setting.  Participants will walk away with some basic understanding  
around the elements of high quality PBL and will generate some thoughts around  
implementation in their own setting. 

 
Bringing Communities together through ongoing Professional Development for Volunteer 
Tutors 
Yilin Wendland-Liu, Literacy Center of West Michigan  
Megan Bowers, Literacy Center of West Michigan  
Hamid Ahari, Literacy Center of West Michigan 
The Adult Tutoring Program from the Literacy Center of West Michigan will engage the audience  
with a collaborative presentation on their ongoing professional development for volunteer  
tutors. Through an overview of all the professional development themes and community  
partners they bring in for special topics, they will expand on why and how these themes and  
topics are chosen.  This presentation will assess complexity and the desired outcomes of the  
ongoing volunteer professional development through the lens of "literacy and beyond" and  



7 | P a g e  
 

"equity and social justice," respectively. 
 
Demystifying MRS - Opportunities for Collaboration 
Shelly Neal, Michigan Rehabilitation Services  
Brian Smith, Michigan Career Technical Institute- Michigan Rehabilitation Services  
Presenters will provide basic information about MRS and our process.  We will talk about our  
individualized services for your students that might include accommodations, assessments,  
assistance in getting further education, apprenticeships, and employment.  We will provide  
scenarios to illustrate how this partnership can work for everyone’s’ benefits.  There will be time  
for questions and answers at the end of the presentation. 

 
Registered Apprenticeship Inclusion, Equity, Accessibility, and Diversity Strategies (IDEAS) 
Callan Eschenburg, Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity  
Schumė Harrison, Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity  
Michigan was awarded $10 million of U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) Employment and Training  
Administration (ETA) grant funds to fortify and further promote Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion  
(DEI) initiatives, as a priority State Apprenticeship Expansion (SAE) strategy. The Michigan  
Statewide Targeted Apprenticeship and Inclusion System (MiSTAIRS) will amplify methods from  
a few innovative regional programs, into one statewide system. MiSTAIRS targets 1,640  
participants to be served from underrepresented populations including women, people of color,  
individuals with disabilities, and individuals without a high school equivalency (HSE). 
 
A Tutor for CASAS - Making Those NRS Level-to-Level Gains 
Mitch Rosin, National Consultant, Aztec  
This session will review the A Tutor for CASAS Reading and Math materials (both print and  
digital) as they target instruction for CASAS Levels B, C, and D. Specific strategies will be  
discussed to increase student MSGs and EFLs. 

 
Interactive Tools and Resources to Support Learners and Families 
Pamela Cote, The Barbara Bush Foundation  
The Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy is focused on providing innovative and  
effective curricula and resources to support adult and family practitioners and programs. This  
presentation is designed for practitioners at all levels of expertise. Participants will learn about  
new digital literacy resources to support educators, learners, and families. Time will be given to  
explore the resources, share ideas, and plan how to best utilize the resources. Participants will  
explore “Promoting Digital Literacy for Adult Learners: A Resource Guide" and supporting  
training materials; ReadLife Bookshelf, a new digital reading collection developed along with  
Worldreader; and the Foundation’s Reading Resource Library with supporting instructor  
materials. 
 
Community Education Strategic Planning 
Jackie Johnston, Minnesota Community Education  
In this two-part sessions, we invite administrators and program staff to take a deep dive into  
strategic planning strategies for quality program improvement. Participants will explore  
additional ways to develop and grow new programs to serve your community is vital.  This  
session will provide tools for needs assessments, how to start, budget planning, timelines,  
ongoing assessments, data to collect and analyze, and what programs and services look like pre  
and post covid. 
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10:15a.m.-10:45a.m.: Break: Exhibitor Visits and Vendor Bingo  

 
1.25 10:45a.m.-12:00p.m.: Break Sessions(Choose One) 

Motivational Interviewing: A promising practice for progress 
Joy Zug, Royal Oak Adult Education 
Do you have participants who fall into pitfalls from previous school experiences (ilke not  
finishing classes)? Do you have participants that never seem to grow no matter what you do for  
them? Come find out what medical and mental health professionals have known for years - that  
certain types of questions are more likely to cause change than other types of questions.  When  
compared to other fields, the Motivational Interviewing (MI) model has barely been  
incorporated into educational settings, even though it has been around for decades. Not  
surprisingly, there is even less research about Adult Education practitioners using the MI  
principles of "Sustain talk" and "Change talk" found in Motivational Interviewing techniques.  
However,  a lack of research should not stop us from delving into how to start practicing this  
new-to-us method.  Who knows? One of us might author a seminal study in the field.  Come  
explore the possibilities with this introduction to MI that can help us reach generations when we  
help participants uncover ways to change their own patterns of behavior.  
 
Kids Count in Michigan: An Overview of Child and Young Adult Well-Being 
Kelli Bowers, Michigan League for Public Policy  
Kids Count in Michigan is part of a broad national effort to measure the well-being of children at 
the state and local levels, and use that information to shape efforts to improve the lives of 
children. We explore how our children are doing in four issue domains: education, health and 
safety, family and community, and economic security. Recently, our county profiles were 
published, and we found that 10 of 14 key data points improved over the last decade. We have 
certainly made progress in improving the wellbeing of our children, but there are still areas for 
improvement for both younger children and young adults alike. We will touch on the policy wins 
and targets that occurred over the last year in regard to these outcome areas. We will also 
provide an update on how the young adults in Michigan are faring in various indicators, as they 
relate to MACAE's work in the adult education sphere.   
 
Building Bridges: A Path Forward for Adults in Higher Education 
Manon Steel, TICAS, The Institute for College Access and Success 
Many students dream of attaining a postsecondary education but aren’t quite sure how to  
navigate choosing an institution, financing an education, or leveraging student support services  
for their success. It can also be difficult to provide helpful information for adult students  
because many services and supports are not designed with their specific needs and  
characteristics in mind. This presentation will provide an overview of how individuals can  
support adult students through the transition to higher education using existing and accessible  
resources. We will review resources for selecting an institution that meets a student’s goals and  
needs, financial aid options available to adult students, and expanding opportunities for adult  
students in the policy space.    
 
Structures of Engagement 
Ted Kroll, Livingston Educational Service Agency 
In this session attendees will engage in structures of engagement that can be used with staff, 
and students. Topics will range from relationship building, balancing responsibilities, gratitude, 
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and structures that can follow the prompts you need to cover with your staff. This will be an 
interactive session with applicable structures you can take back with you to your school, 
business, non-profit, and community. 

 
Nuances of HSE preparation classes for non-English test takers 
Ingrid Aguayo-Fuente, Michigan State University High School Equivalency Program  
Preparation for HSE exams in a language different from English can be challenging because the  
test structure is for the English language, which sometimes does not translate literally and  
structurally. Field experiences will be shared regarding the design of engaging and culturally  
relevant classes. Group discussion is encouraged to share experiences, resources, and  
methodologies. 
 
Emerging Practices for HyFlex in Adult Education 
Destiny Simpson , WorldEd  
This session will share how adult education agencies across the country are exploring the use of  
HyFlex instruction to meet the needs of adult learners. HyFlex allows learners to choose 
between participating in person, online synchronous classes, or online synchronous activities to 
meet their goals. We'll discuss what HyFlex is and what that looks like for adult learners. We'll 
discuss benefits, considerations, and new EdTech Center resources to support HyFlex 
implementation. 
 
Community Education Strategic Planning 
Jackie Johnston, Minnesota Community Education  
In this two-part sessions, we invite administrators and program staff to take a deep dive into  
strategic planning strategies for quality program improvement. Participants will explore  
additional ways to develop and grow new programs to serve your community is vital.  This  
session will provide tools for needs assessments, how to start, budget planning, timelines,  
ongoing assessments, data to collect and analyze, and what programs and services look like pre  
and post covid. 

 
 12:00p.m.-12:45p.m.: Lunch  
 
1.25 12:45pm-2:00pm: Keynote Address: Curtis Campogni 
 Speak4MC was founded on the belief that with the right tools, support, and motivation, any  

person, organization, and community can grow. Speak4MC is dedicated to providing services 
inspired by collaboration, compassion, empathy, and evocation.  

 
1.25 2:00p.m.-3:15p.m,: Breakout Session (Choose One)  

Enhanced CASAS and BurlingtonEnglish: A WIOA-Focused Combination to Prepare Workers for  
Skilled Jobs  
Robert Breitbard, Burlington English 
Brandi Cardwell, Burlington English   
Louie Paras, Burlington English  
National workforce reports show that higher-order skills such as critical thinking and problem- 
solving are becoming more vital for all workers. To prepare students for the rigorous demands  
of the workplace, adult education providers need to make the most of their instructional 
resources and assessment tools. Join this session to hear how enhancements to CASAS and 
BurlingtonEnglish contribute to student success in IET/IELCE programs and in the workplace. 
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National External Diploma Program:  An Alternative High School Option 
Margaret Kirkpatrick, CASAS National External Diploma Program 
The National External Diploma Program (NEDP) is a web-based standardized performance  
assessment system that provides a pathway to a local or state high school diploma.  NEDP allows 
adults and out-of-school youth to demonstrate their high school level skills in a series of 
simulations that parallel life and work activities. The performance tasks align with the College 
and Career Readiness Standards for high school exit level and preparation for success in college 
and careers.  
Participants are evaluated against a criterion of excellence instead of by comparison to others, 
take responsibility for their own learning by using existing resources, and achieve mastery of all 
required competencies.  NEDP can be offered entirely remotely, in order to be flexible to adult’s 
needs.    
 
The Michigan State Budget: a Statement of our Priorities 
Rachel Richards, Michigan League for Public Policy  
President Biden often attributes a quote to his father, "Don’t tell me what you value. Show me  
your budget, and I’ll tell you what you value." And the same is true for our state. Our state 
budget is more than a ledger of inputs and outputs or of revenues and expenditures - it shows 
the priorities that we have as a state. The state budget provides vital support for programs and 
services that all Michigan residents and businesses rely on, such as adequate and equitable 
education; financial aid for college and other post-secondary education; safe roads; clean water; 
affordable, high-quality child care; accessible health care; and more. While past funding 
decisions have maintained and deepened economic and racial disparities, the budget has the 
power to transform and have long-lasting impacts on Michigan communities, businesses and 
residents. The Michigan League for Public Policy will provide an update on the state budget, 
discuss what more is left to do, and talk about what we all can do to ensure our priorities are 
heard. 
 
SEL + Career Navigation = Empowerment 
Vuncia Council, Monroe Learning Bank  
Lydia Cozier, Monroe Learning Bank  
In this session, attendees learn and apply the benefits of a Social Emotional Learning centered 
classroom for adult learners. Studies show that people with strong social-emotional skills  are 
better able to cope with everyday challenges and benefit academically , professionally and 
socially. Benefits include effective problem-solving skills, self-discipline, impulse control, emotion 
management and more. (C for C, n.d). Over the course of our Empowerment Series we have 
observed students become more confident in their approach to learning and career readiness - 
when they receive the SEL skills needed to succeed.  
Students have often made statements such as:  
 
"I didn't realize that how I viewed myself affected how I performed in the classroom... I now have 
the confidence I need to finish" - Andrea - Learning Bank Student 
 
SEL combined with Career Navigation increases a student’s ability to move forward. 

 
Skillblox  
Rachel Riggs, WorldEd 
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Building digital skills is one of the core pillars of digital inclusion. SkillBlox includes a library of 
free activities that support digital skill development, which can be arranged and customized in 
learning playlists.  
 
Eleyo: Driving program growth and community engagement with modern software 
Tina Bennett, Business Development Manager  
A discussion and product demonstration showcasing Eleyo’s online registration, account 
management, payment processing, and reporting features. This showcase is perfect for 
community education professionals looking to unlock program potential with new program 
management software. Eleyo currently partners with over 26 community education 
departments and school districts across Michigan. Our goal is to build an interactive session that 
enables you to learn not only from Eleyo but also from your peers as they navigate program 
opportunities through technology and innovation. 
 
Michigan’s Current and Future Adult Education Landscape  
Alex Andrews, Talent First  
Findings and recommendations to improve the impact of the adult education system in  
Michigan, from a 2022 study conducted by TalentFirst and Public Policy Associates. 
 

 
 Break: 3:15p.m.-3:30p.m. 
 
1.25 3:30p.m.-4:45p.m.: Breakout Session (Choose One) 

Literacy at Work: Adult Ed and Business Partnerships 
Marcus Little, Literacy Center of West Michigan  
Jennifer Summers, Literacy Center of West Michigan  
The state of the workforce in Michigan has only made the need for workplace adult education 
more acute in 2022. In this session, join the Literacy Center of West Michigan's Director of 
Customized Workplace English, a program with 21 years of experience in workplace 
partnerships, to learn smart practices for connecting with businesses, implementing programs, 
and selling the importance of adult basic skills in the workplace. Attendees will walk away with 
strategies for connecting with businesses; key components for establishing a Return on 
Investment for their services; and a framework for delivering workplace programming. 
 
Using EDP's & PC's to customize learning to meet the needs of the learner 
Rhonda Walsh, Orchard View Innovative Learning Center  
Nick Kunnen, Orchard View Innovative Learning Center 
Should all learning look the same for all learners?  Should all learners follow the same learning 
path?  Join us for some conversation and learning as we explore the processes used to write 
IDP's and PC's while considering the articulation of credit.  
 
Kickin' It Old School! Paper + Pencil = Passing! 
Whitney Dettmer, Iosco RESA Adult and Alternative Education  
We're going way back, to what seems prehistoric, to learning with paper and pencil.  Whitney 
will give an overview of how HiSET has transformed Iosco RESA's jail and even regular lab 
settings.  She will provide tips for successful HSE programs in and out of the jail for each subject 
area & weigh the pro's and con's of GED versus HiSET (there's pro's and con's to both).  Elaine 
Pardieck from New Reader's Press will bring samples of all of the materials that Iosco RESA uses, 
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and time will be provided for you to take a deep dive into each subject area. Many of our 
students, young and old, have preferred screen-free learning. Hopefully you're not too cool to 
kick it old school! 

 
Systematizing Your Adult Ed Program: Untangling the Technology, People, and Processes to 
Make it Happen 
Neil Richmund, Connectable  
We are seeing across adult ed programs everywhere a phenomenon in which we all have great 
programming and resources to provide, but there is little understanding of what the student 
does in their journey before or after our own role.  Do your ELL teachers know what happens 
with career training?  Do your orientation/testing staff know what happens after students leave 
the testing room?  Does your follow-up/data team know the important life changes (and follow-
up information) that teachers often already know about students?  
Our programs are made up of a these mini-ecosystems, serving students in every aspect--
enrollment, English language learning, high school equivalency, career certification, 
employment, and now even advocacy.  These initiatives are all equally important aspects of 
caring for the whole student, but we need to make them all parts of a cohesive system, 
operating in synchrony to serve students in the best way possible so that your program can not 
only serve more students, but also serve them in a better way, all while giving us the gift of 
more time to devote to working with students! 
We will share strategies and case studies of schools we have helped so that attendees can 
implement what they learn right away! 
 
It's All In Who You Know: Student Networking with LinkedIn 
Laura Saline, Livingston Educational Service Agency  
This session will highlight one county's use of social media to facilitate student, teacher and 
employer interactions on the Employer & Education Network on Linked In. Weekly posts that 
highlight different programs, students and companies make this a dynamic educational platform 
as well as a localized networking space. Learn about how to set up this group, as well as the 
benefits of connecting students, teachers and employers. Materials will be shared and a 
collaborative discussion about how to further the use and reach of this group will help all 
involved. 
 
 
Pathways to college success for adult students 
Chris Rutherford, Michigan College Access Network  
This session will explore the resources and opportunities that support adults as they pursue 
post-secondary education and make career decisions. The Michigan College Access Network is a 
statewide advocacy agency that promotes and supports post-secondary attainment in Michigan 
with a particular focus on first-generation students, students of color, and students that come 
from low-income backgrounds. Participants will hear from MCAN staff on available resources as 
well as share and discuss resources that they use that can support adult students. 
 
 
MACAE Technical Assistance Workgroup  
Patrick Brown, Executive Director, MACAE  
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By invitation only. This session is open to those providers participating in the MACAE 
Technical Assistance Work Group. We will discuss strategies, next steps and best practices for 
program implementation and design improvement. 
 
End of Day Two (Total SCECHS for Day Two, 6.25 SCECHs)   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Wednesday, November 16, 2022 
 
 7:30am-8:30am: Breakfast  
 
 8:30am-9:00am: MACAE Association Annual Meeting   
 
1.25 9:00am-10:15am.: Breakout Session (Choose One) 
 Student Hiring Event- How to  
 Heather Robidoux, Hillsdale ISD 
 Do you want to organize a hiring event to get your students in front of local employers? Do you  

want to expose students to possible jobs and new career paths? Join this session for tips on 
collaborating with partners, assembling employers, and hosting an event that goes off without a 
hitch. 
 
Understanding the Graduation Requirements for Students in Adult and Community Education, 
as well as options to change them. 
Rashell Bowerman, Michigan Department of Education 
As Michigan strives to ensure that all students are "Career and College Ready", the graduation  
requirements may need to be modified to align with every students personal learning path. The  
focus of this session will be on the 18 required credits of the Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC) 
and how they should be flexible enough to allow students on various pathways, including 
alternative or adult programs, to modify them when needed through a Personal Curriculum 
(PC).  Participants will engage in learning around the current graduation requirements as well as 
gain an understanding of how the students post-school goals should drive any decisions about 
their education. There will also be plenty of time for dialogue and Q & A!  
 
Calculator Tricks - How to Maximize Usage of the TI-30XS Multiview Calculator 
Pete Roe, Detroit Public Schools Community District  
GED students often have difficulties with Algebraic Expressions (simplifying and solving), 
Quadratic Formulas, writing Linear Equations, and much more.   Strategies will be demonstrated 
on how to utilize the seldom used buttons on the TI-30XS Multiview calculator, like STO->, 
xyztabc, Table, and Data to maximize students' calculator knowledge. 
 
Gongwer Legislative Update 
An analysis of the latest legislative headwinds in Michigan and nationally from the experts at 
Gongwer.  
  
Making Literacy Count: Adult Literacy Roundtable 
Melissa Moore, Read Muskegon  

Discuss some of the latest trends in adult literacy. Share with colleagues and practitioners.  
High School Equivalency Voucher Program  
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Tricia Kane, Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity, Workforce Development  
Carrie Price, Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity, Workforce Development  
Does your program pay for vouchers for the GED® or HiSET® test?  Did you know that the state 
offers a program that will cover the cost of those vouchers for eligible individuals, so you don’t 
have to pay for them? Come learn about HSE-to-School program, and other high school 
equivalency testing updates. We will also answer questions about the age waiver process for 
minors that are requesting to test.  
 
Break: 10:15a.m.-10:30a.m.  

 
1.5 State Adult Education Office Update and Q and A  

Adult Education Team, Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity, Workforce  
Development (LEO-WD)  
Please join the Adult Education team from the Michigan Department of Labor and Economic 
Opportunity, Workforce Development (LEO-WD) for the latest updates on statewide programs 
and initiatives.  State staff will provide updates on State School Aid, Section 107; Workforce 
Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA), Title II; Futures for Frontliners-Path 2; MAERS; and 
more!  
 
End of Day Three (Total SCECHs for Day Three, 2.75 SCECHs)  
 

 
End of Entire Conference  

  
Total Conference SCECHs: 16.0 SCECHS  
 
List of Presenters:  
 
Tammy Brown is the President of the MACAE Board of Directors. She has served in that capacity for over 
two years directing the operations and strategic vision of the association.  She is also the Director of 
Troy Continuing Education.  
 
Patrick Brown is the Executive Director of the Michigan Adult, Community and Alternative Education 
(MACAE) Association.  He has presented at the statewide and national levels.  
 
Jackie Johnston, Brian Siverson-Hall, Wendy Webster, Cody Franson of Minnesota Community  
Education Association are national speaker and educators on the import impact of community 
education programming in schools from early childhood through adult skill building.  
 
Ryan Hundt is the Chief Executive Office of the Michigan Works! Association. His work has led him to 
this leadership capacity where he oversees and organizes all aspects of the organization that promotes 
workforce development, employment and training outcomes for all Michiganders.  
 
Randy Linndquist is the Superintendent of the Muskegon ISD. He oversees programming from early 
childhood through adult education and career and technical education.   
 
Jesse Bernal is the Chief of Staff to the President and Vice President for Inclusion and Equity at GVSU 
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Carrie Machkouri is the IET and ELL Instructor at the Literacy Center of West Michigan. She also serves as 
Michigan’s Coalition on Adult Basic Education State Advocates Fellow.  
 
Robin Greymountain is the Director of Adult Education and the Homeless Liaison at Kalamazoo Public 
Schools.  
 
Debbie Bergtholdt is a national consultant at GED Testing Services.  Her expertise is in the area of 
instructional design with an emphasis in student accommodations. 
 
Laura Warren Gross is from the Michigan Library System 
 
Heidi Annemarie Kaminski is the federal adult education instructor at the Milan Federal Correction 
Installation.  
 
Christy Nelson is the Director of Adult Learning at the Networks Northwest, a collaboration of services in 
adult education and workforce development.  
 
Elaine Pardieck is a national consultant for education and curriculum for New Readers Press.   
 
Jackie Johnson is a national consultant for education and program design from Minnesota Community 
Education.  
 
Jon Weiss and Michael Johnson are national consultant from Data Recognition Corporation.  
 
Laura Saline is the Career and College Readiness Coordinator for all of Livingston county. She serves as a 
coordinator or services and programming for youth and adults transitions to postsecondary and 
employment opportunities.  
 
Angelia Izzo is an instructor with Beecher Adult Education  
 
Todd Wamester is the Senior Consultant with En Gen.  
 
Karyn Goven has served in adult education for a number of years. Her expertise is in program design 
from early childhood through adult skill building. She currently serves as the Vice President of the 
MACAE Association.  
 
Bobby Dorigo Jones is the Vice President at Michigan’s Children. His expertise lies in policy coordination 
and grant writing.  
 
Mellissa Hulstrandt is a Senior National State Consultant with GED Testing Services.  
 
Cory Franson is a national consultant on education and program design from Minnesota Community 
Education.  
 
Nick Kunnen Is the Director of the Orchard View Innovation Learning Center.  He has held various 
instructional and administrative positions in public education in Michigan.  
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Yilin Wendland-Liu is the Director of Adult Literacy at the Literacy Center of West Michigan.  She is 
joined by Megan Bowers and Hamid Ahara, coordinators for the same program.  
 
Shelly Neal is an Area Coordinator for the Michigan Rehabilitation Services.  
 
Brian Smith works for the Michigan Rehabilitation Services at the Michigan Career Technical Institute.  
 
Callan Eschenburg and Schume Harrison are from the Michigan Department of Labor and Economic 
Opportunity State Apprenticeship Office. Their expertise is in grant writing and program design.  
 
Mitch Rosin is a national adult education and literacy consultant.  He currently oversees the academic 
operations of Aztec.  
 
Pamela Cote is the from the Barbara Bush Foundation. She oversees much of the programming and 
educational resource gathering.  
 
Joy Zug is the Coordinator of the Royal Oak Adult Education program.  
 
Kelli Bowers is the Policy Analyst for the Kids Count Michigan Project at the Michigan League for Public 
Policy.  
 
Manon Steel is from TICAS, The Institute for College Access and Success. She has expertise in grant 
writing, legislative writing and facilitation of key statewide stakeholders around postsecondary access.  
 
Ted Kroll is the Director of Adult and Alternative Education at the Livingston ESA. He has held various 
instructional and administrative positions in  K-12. He currently serves on the MACAE Board of Directors.   
 
Ingrid Aguayo-Fuente is the Director of the High School Equivalency Program at Michigan State 
University.  
 
Destiny Simpson is a national learning consultant from World Ed and serves on the IDEAL Consortium.  
 
Curtis Campogni is a national presenter and motivational speaker.  
 
Brand Cardwell is a regional consultant for Burlington English. She has expertise in instructional delivery 
and program design for many adult education providers across numerous states. 
 
Louie Paras is a the Michigan representative for Burlington English.   He has experience in postsecondary 
student affairs and leadership across educational access opportunities for students.  
 
Margaret Kirkpatrick is the CASAS National External Diploma Program Director.  
 
Rachel Richards is the Budget Director at the Michigan League for Public Policy.  
 
Vuncia Counil is the Director of the Monroe Learning Bank adult education program.  
 
Lydia Cozier is the Career Navigator at the Monroe Learning Bank adult education program.   
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Chris Rutherford is the Director of Community Mobilization Strategy at the Michigan College Access 
Network 
 
Rachel Riggs is a national instructor and consultant at WorldEd and serves on the IDEAL Consortium. 
 
Alex Andrews is the Assistant Director and Chief Policy Analyst at Talent First, formerly Talent 2025.  
 
Tricia Kane and Carrie Price are department analysts with the Michigan Department of Labor and 
Economic Opportunity.  
 
Marcus Little is the Director of the Customized English Workplace Literacy Program at the Literacy 
Center of West Michigan.  
 
Jennifer Summers is the senior instructional leader for the Customized English Workplace Literacy 
Program at the Literacy Center of West Michigan.    
 
Rhonda Walsh is an instructional leader at the Orchard View Innovative Learning Center.  
 
Whitney Dettmer is the Assistant Director of Adult Education at the Iosco RESA.  She also serves as the 
chairperson of the high school equivalency committee.  
 
Heather Robidoux is the Career and College Coordinator for the Hillsdale County ISD. In this role she 
serves as a resource and convenor for connecting students to postsecondary and employment 
opportunities. She serves as the Networking Chair for the MACAE association.   
 
Rashell Bowerman is an expert in flexible learning options at the Michigan Department of Education.   
 
Pete Roe is an instructor within the Detroit Public Schools Community District.  
 
Melissa Moore is the executive director of READ Muskegon a multigenerational family literacy program 
in West Michigan.  
 
Erica Luce is the Manager of Adult Education Services at the Michigan Department of Labor and 
Economic Opportunity.   
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


